Dear all,

Many thanks for the opportunity to come and speak to you regarding Glastir. We very much
welcomed the chance to give the organic farming perspective of the scheme. We would also like
to thank you for the opportunity of a broader discussion regarding the benefits of organic
farming as cost effective way of meeting multiple sustainability outcomes.

As you will have gathered we are concerned that Glastir must be made an attractive Scheme for
organic farmers. This to prevent the loss of large areas of certified organic land to conventional
agriculture - a potentially huge backward step as we all try to promote the sustainabilty and
quality food agendas.

When the initial CAP reform proposals were published the ‘greening’ element of these would be
immediately satisfied by certified organic farmers it was announced. It appears now that all
farmers who are signed up to Glastir may well satisfy the greening element also, thereby losing
organic farmers any specific advantage, and so a reason to stay organic.

What will be required, and indeed has been promised by the Deputy Minister, is an organic
maintenance payment - and this to be at a realistic level to compensate for the lower stocking
rates and higher costs in an organic system. We would welcome the opportunity of discussing
further the likely levels of support for organic farmers through Glastir.

As promised, | attach the newly published EU Commission funded work
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/external-studies/organic-farming-support_en.htm which
highlights the fact that the UK has the lowest level of payments for organic farmers in the whole
of the EU, along the more general report on the different approaches taken to organic farming by
Governments across the EU
(http://www.soilassociation.org/conferences/2011conference/thelazymanofeurope).

We were pleased to share further details of the Food for Life Catering Mark, which is now
serving over 100 million meals per year to a wide range of public and private sector outlets. |
attach our bi-lingual leaflet on the scheme. The deputy Minister has shown interest in it and as
mentioned, my colleagues have presented the benefits of the Food for Life Catering Mark to him.
We would welcome your thoughts on ways that we may take this forward in the future.

Yours sincerely,

Emma Hockridge and Keri Davies (on behalf of the Welsh Organic Group).


http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/external-studies/organic-farming-support_en.htm
http://www.soilassociation.org/conferences/2011conference/thelazymanofeurope




Beth yw Nod Arlwyo
Bwyd am Oes?

Mae Nod Arlwyo Bwyd am Oes yn ffordd unigryw o
qael ardystiad annibynnol eich bod yn serfio bwyd ffres
y qellir ymddiried ynddo. Gwarant gan y Soil Association
yw'r nod arlwyo bod yr hyn sydd ar eich bwydlen:

o Wedi'i baratoi'n ffres

© Heb ychwanegion annymunol

® Yn well i les anifeiliaid
Mae'r Soil Association Mae mwyfwy o bobl
yn cael ei hadnabod am Yn fras, bwyd ffres y qallwch chi ymddiried ynddo yw eisiau gwybod o le
arloesi mewn cysylltiad e - rhywbeth y mae pawb yn gofyn amdano. mae eu bwyd yn dod...
aq arferion gorau ym mae Nod Arlwyo Bwyd
meysydd bwyd a ffermio, : 2 am Oes yn ein.helpu i
gyda thros 30 mlynedd I bwy maer NOd 4 ddweud y stori honno
o brofiad fel ardystiwr arbenigwr
blaenllaw o safon Mae Nod Arlwyo Bwyd am Oes yn agored i unrhyw bwyd yr
fyd eang. un sy'n serfio bwyd gwych - o arlwywyr contract a

chadwyni bwyd y stryd fawr i dai bwyta annibynnol,

ffreuturiau staff, prifysqolion, ysgolion, ysbytai,

meithrinfeydd a chaffis.

Mae'r Nod Arlwyo'n helpu'r cyhoedd i adnabod eich
gwaith caled a'ch cyflawniadau. Mae'n hyrwyddo
bwyta'n iach a bwydlenni sy'n fwy ecogyfeillqar.

Arddull cam wrth gam

Mae'r Nod Arlwyo'n annog bwyd sy'n fwy tymhorol,

lleol ac organiq. Ceir tri cham tuaq at hyn: efydd, arian

ac aur. I qael efydd, er enghraifft, fel arfer byddai'n rhaid
i chi ddanqos:

e Bwydlen sydd heb e-rifau dadleuol

® Bod yr holl wyau a ddefnyddir gennych yn dod
o0 ieir di-qaets

® Bod o leiaf 75% o'r prydau bwyd yn cael eu
paratoi'n ffres

Mae'r gwobrau arian ac aur yn cydnabod safonau lles
anifeiliaid uwch a'r defnydd o qynhwysion lleol ac organig.




590,
I
3 )
2 E

Toaroe® for

CATERING

Food for Life
Catering Mark

Soil Association
South Plaza
Marlborough Street
Bristol BS1 3NX

0117 914 2406
catering@foodforlife.orq.uk

www.soilassociation.org/
cateringmark
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